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by Doug Pardee 

 
This company was established in 1908 to provide passenger and freight transportation by 
means of Parseval airships, but the project did not prove viable. In 1910 an aircraft factory 
was built as an adjunct to the main premises of the firm and, from that date until 1912, the 
Farman/Albatros biplane (built under licence) was the mainstay of the works. 
 
In 1912 the Swiss, Franz Schneider (late of the French Nieuport Co.), became Chief Designer 
and LVG then produced its own designs. It is reported that V.A. Le beder Aeronautikü of St. 
Petersburg, Russia, was a licencee of the firm, but no Russian-built LVGs have been 
authenticated. Ernst Heinkel was employed by LVG as an engineer about this time. 
 
During the war of 1914-1918 the main output of the two factories consisted of 'B', 'C' and 'G' 
types, but a few marine aircraft and 'D' types were also built. Up to the end of 1918 some  
5000  aircraft  had  been manufactured, but hundreds of these remained undelivered. Several 
dozen 'C' type machines were used post-war by the early German airlines and by private 
individuals, but as there was only a small demand for new aircraft, the firm went insolvent 
and was liquidated in 1919. 
 
Notes on the listing of Serial No./Werk No. Assignments 
 
Batches of aircraft shown without reference to known Werk Nos. are listed in the same order 
as they were (presumably) manufactured, or scheduled for manufacture. It is possible, 
however, that where a different type of machine was interposed in the sequence of similar 
aircraft (ie, Gotha, DFW and LVG types between the LVG CVs 14949/17 and 900/18) the 
aircraft in question may have been arranged in a different order - and thus have been different 
Werk Nos. to those shown. Future discoveries of corresponding Serial Nos./Werk Nos. will 
hopefully enable the correct listing of all these aircraft to be eventually undertaken. 
 
The tabulated entries marked thus (*) refer to aircraft with LVG Werk Nos. for which 
corresponding types and Serial Nos. have not yet been identified. Some Werk Nos. were 
allocated to prototypes and others to groups of aircraft which remained unbuilt, because of 
cancelled contracts or failure to gain anticipated contracts. 
 
While the Serial Nos. of other LVG type machines are known, their Werk Nos. are not and,  
because it has not been determined whether some were constructed by LVG or an LVG 
licencee, they do not appear in this listing. 
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A few LVG aircraft were allocated to the Navy Landflieger ('LF'). Known examples are:- 
 
BII  Werk Nos. 538-548 became LF97-LF107 
BII "      "   629          "      LF109 
BI,       "      "     unknown    "      LF110                        (Data courtesy of PM Grosz) 

_____________________________________ 
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L.V.G. AIRCRAFT 
IN WAR AND PEACE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIGHT: L.V.G. C.V fitted with 200 
hp Benz BZ.IV engine. 

 
 Serial unknown. 
 Officer and unit unknown. 
 

(Photo: AWM) 

 
 
 
 
LEFT: L.V.G. C.V in postwar 

use. 
 
 Ex B.1197 (Werk 

Nr.3546) 
 

(Photo: D. Pardee) 

RIGHT: L.V.G. C.V 
 
 Ex 9590/17 (W/N 2591) 
 
 In post-war use for 

passenger flights. Note 
the double rear-facing 
cockpit. 

 
(Photo: D. Pardee) 


